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CHAP, by another ship and two small vessels. At Cape Corri-
entes another storm was encountered, which again sepa-
rated the vessels, and drove the "Santa Elena" on the

1502. banks off Sofala, where she was lost, bat the crew andl
goods were saved. Da Gama then went to Mozambique,
where the other vessels of the fleet joined him, they hav-
ing received instructions to assemble there in the event
of the ships becoming separated. Here he was well re-
ceived, and the Sheikh not only sent him presents of fresh
food, but asked pardon for the reception da Gama had
received there on the occasion of his former visit. The
admiral received him with much honour, and sent him
away again with a present. Here a caravel was con-
structed from materials which had been brought out.
It was completed and launched in twelve days, and named
the "Pomposa," Joao Serrao being appointed its cap-
tain. In the meanwhile Pero Affonso de Aguiar went to
Sofala with two caravels, where he traded and entered into,
a treaty with its King. He then returned to Mozambiqiief"
but as Yasco da Gama had already left that port he pro-
ceeded to Melinde, where he expected to join him.

Before leaving Mozambique da Gama installed Gonzalo
Baixo there as factor, with ten men for his service,
and goods for buying stuffs for Sofala, where he was to
go and barter them, or send them thither by Joao Ser-
rao in the new caravel, which he left there for that
purpose, with thirty men, two heavy pieces and some
small artillery. He furnished him also with detailed instruc-
tions as to what he was to do if Pero Affonso succeeded
in establishing a trade at Sofala; otherwise they were all
to follow him to India. On his way Dom Yasco called inj
at Quiloa, and by means of threats made the King of that
place tributary to the King of Portugal. After remaining'^
there for six days, having received a present for the
King of Portugal, Vasco da Gama left with his fleet; but
at the last moment a curious difficulty arose. Many of
the women of this city were very beautiful, and by reason